World Mission Sunday

Children Projects in Latin America

The MASA ministry was launched in Latin
America 40 years ago, starting work with®
children. r 48
Seeing the misery of children in South America;

some people said: “Good heavens, we really.
cannot be indifferent to the plight of these little:
ones, can we! Wenustdo something about it!" "
So they started a children’s ministry in Brazi 4
which was extended to Argentina and later ongin
Bolivia. This ministry has been greatly blessg
by the Lord.

Children of the
Children’s Home
in‘ljui, Brazil

Over the past 40 years many different projects
have been developed, all of which are aimed at
helping children in a holistic way. These
children lack:

Food, clothing, sometimes even a roof over
their heads

Health care, sanitation

A feeling of security, affection, love and a
protective environment

Children of the
Children of the Children’s Home in Cotia, Brazil Children’s Home

The Gospel — the good news that Jesus hel§ ==
come, news which has the power L
transform the lives of entire families an 'i ;
give them new hope and new perspectives i

All these things are provided for the altogether
250 children in ouchildren’s homesin Brazil
(ljui and Cotia), Argentina (Alem) and Bolivia

~ (La Paz).

For those children who have a home but receiveane rom their parents during the day, our
social centresin Brazil (Diadema on the outskirts of Sao Pauld §ui) have been set up. These
children would otherwise spend their days on theestand be exposed to the influence of various
kinds of crime. However, in these centres they fimentation, people with open ears ready to



listen to their problems, and all their needs amwided for. Quite often, children hear about Jesus
for the first time in these centres, and entireili@sare saved.
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Social Centre in Diadema, Brazil

MANNA - A more recent MASA projec
is calledMANNA : In Argentina, there ar
very poor congregations which despi
their own poverty are willing to tackle th
misery of children in their surroundings..
These families take children into thei
homes in the daytime — children from t
worst of backgrounds. They feed the
mentor them throughout schooling and
give them love and a feeling of protectior

™

MANNA-children in Junin, Argentina

MANNA-children

For these foster families, this is no easy
task, but rather an enormous challenge.
Often, the children are ignorant of the most
basic rules of civilized behaviour.
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The couple Fernandez with the children
who they take care of trgugh the MANNA-
. Project in Mendoza, Argentina
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Their eating and drinking habits, their hygien
school work, clothing, language and behaviour
absolutely everything has been impacted by negle€t
At the same time, they see that their familiesestiv
are moulded by faith in Jesus and fellowship in thefe!
community. Thus, they get a real chance of f€
orienting their own lives.

While the congregations identify with this minist
and support it, MASA provides for their basic nee
and professional mentoring and has also created a .
network which keeps track of all these families. =~



PEPE - In the Brazilian slums, there are

countless children who cannot attend pre-
school. When entering school, they are left
behind, and the course towards

marginalization is being sePEPE is a pre-

. school programme provided by the churches
for these socially disadvantaged children.
The experience so far has been a very
positive one. When starting school, the

children have had fewer problems and have

been able to relate to others much better.
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A further effect, and an intended one, is
that this help may benefit the families in
many ways as well. The children have
often developed trust in the church
workers, which not infrequently spreads to
their parents and to other relatives.

PEPE contributes to the social witness of the
churches and enhances their credibility.

The Photo: (above and le) are
of three PEPE-Projects which are
running in three different
churches in the south of Brazil

MASA supports also poor nutrition”
and “child nutrition” projects, which
are more than giving out a warm mea
For example: in Mendoza / Argenting
daily approximately 300 children arg
provided with food and cared for.
(photo on the right)

We thank you very, very much for eve
prayer and every financial suppo
which help us to give these childre
Jesus’ love in a practical way!

Yours, Carlos Waldo



